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SAMOAN Greeting.
Kia orana kotou katoatoa. Ko El-Shadan Tautolo toku ingoa.
My presentation today is about Pasefika fathers and the role they play in cultivating and nurturing our children - the future generations of our people.

This research project builds on some of the work I did for my PhD – and is came about because I felt that fathers were a group that was not recognised for the important role they can play in influencing the development of their kids, and alongside this there was a gap in our understanding of

1.How pasefika fathers raise their children here in NZ
2. What are some of the key facets or factors which influence their practice
3. And finally what are their needs and how can they be supported to be more effective in their fathering

















Kia orana kotou katoatoa tei tae mai ki teia Ngutuuare
Ko El-Shadan toku ingoa
Toku metuua vaine no te enua mai ko Tongareva ko Tepaeru Toka
I te tua o toku metua vaine ko Maurere toku mama ruau, ko Pau Toka toku papa ruau
Toku metuua tane no te enua mai ko Samoa

E Researcher au no Apii teitei AUT University: Taaku tuuanga no te Postdoctoral Fellowship in Public Health


My presentation today provides a summary of my Postdoctoral project, and is about Pacific Islands fathers and the role they play in raising their children in NZ.




The PIF Study
 Largest Pacific study in the world – around 3,500 particpants
 Excellent retention (6% drop-out)
 Internationally known for multiple informants – Mother, 

Father, Child, Teacher
 Longitudinal nature of the data collection and analysis
 Solid platform for building Pacific research capacity
 Publications - more than 140 academic articles
 Profiles and assists in raising awareness of Pacific issues
 Provides evidence base for decision-making & policy change.
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Some real strengths to our study
Retention rate
Robust database of measures and scales internationally validated 
Include fathers in our study
Strong reseaerch team – also collaborate with other academics including ritchie poulton, david fergusson, toni merriman etc.
Pacific capacity – all supported through studies nd to take up roles in study,  had numerous masters students on study also dogin coding and other research duties to build skills while studying and earm $$
Outputs – publicatoins with very little money over the lifetime of the study – contestable funding very difficult to attract in this environment, thanks to MBIE for their recent support of our research.



2017 HRC-funded 
research projects
 Respiratory function
 Hearing & Education
 Culture & Mental health
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Respiratory Function & Early Life

 Early-life events
 Breastfeeding, smoking, 

housing conditions etc.

 Current respiratory 
function 

 Spirometry, Allergies, Blood 
samples, Chest X-rays

 Longitudinal trajectories
 Lifecourse approach
 Focus on high-risk population
 Research collaboration
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Information from last measurement wave
Fathers have high smoking rate again
Large number inidcate anting to quit – which is a positive finding
Nearly ¾ indicate tax increases had casued them to reduce their smoking – showing the govt proposed increeases is working for this group, further tax increases alongside other measure such as cessation support - may also help to drive the prevalence down.





Hearing disorder & Education

 Hearing screen
 Auditory processing, 

tympanometry, overall health
 Previous assessment at 2 and 

11-yrs – 1/3 APD problems

 Educational outcomes
 NCEA results, Linkage 

MoEducation data

 Longitudinal associations
 Linking previous waves
 Focus on high-risk population
 Develop potential strategies
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Cultural resiliency & Mental 
Health

 Cultural resiliency/vulnerability
 Cultural practices, beliefs, identity
 Protective or not

 Mental health 
 Pacific adults – 1,000 mothers and 

fathers
 WHO-CIDI Assessment tool
 Qualitative interviews

 Benefits
 Comparison with Te Rau Hinengaro

Survey (2006)
 Focus on high-risk population
 Qualitative understanding of key issues
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Summary

 The PIF Study has demonstrated commitment to 
development of Pacific research capacity 

 Ability to examine Pacific priority issues

 Provide evidence inform decisions and policies
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Recruitment of participants

Language is essential – simple and ethnic-
specific (Pacific translations of documents)

Be flexible – allow them time to decide to 
participate

Honesty – answer all questions in 
straightforward manner – important to 
maintain professionalism

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Information from last measurement wave
Fathers have high smoking rate again
Large number inidcate anting to quit – which is a positive finding
Nearly ¾ indicate tax increases had casued them to reduce their smoking – showing the govt proposed increeases is working for this group, further tax increases alongside other measure such as cessation support - may also help to drive the prevalence down.





Interviews – data collection

Gender-matching of interviewers – cultural 
sensitivity

Ethnic-matching of interviewers – cultural 
appropriateness

Use same fieldstaff over multiple waves –
create relationships with participants
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